THE    LI NCOLN-DOUGLAS    DEBATES

Buchanan and the party leaders over the
Lecompton Constitution, made Douglas many
enemies in his party. It meant that when, in
1860, the Democratic party had to choose a
candidate for the Presidency, Douglas, who
might otherwise have been nominated unani-
mously, came forward as a nominee of a section
only of the party. It is a reasonable conjecture
that the Freeport Doctrine and Popular
Sovereignty lost Douglas the Presidency in
1860.

Meanwhile it won him the election for Sena-
tor in Illinois. Although Lincoln made the most
of Douglas's answer in southern Illinois, par-
ticularly in the third debate at Jonesboro, well
in the south in a part of Illinois called 'Egypt,'
the Freeport Doctrine appealed to enough
people in central and northern Illinois to secure
Douglas's election. Lincoln had foreseen this
consequence of his question. His supporters had
urged him not to put the question. 'If you do,'
they said, 'you can never be Senator.' 'Gentle-
men,' Lincoln said, 'I am killing larger game;
if Douglas answers, he can never be President
and the battle of 1860 is worth a hundred of
this.' Lincoln did not mean that he was putting
the question in order that he himself might
become President. Whatever his ambitions,
there was no reason yet for him to think that he
would be the Republican candidate. All that
he meant was that he was out to split the Demo-
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